
John Deere, Case, New Holland and Kubota. These are 
all familiar tractor brands to those in agriculture. But 
when 16 teachers gathered in 2009 in Kentucky, Casey 

Jones, an agricultural science educator from Slaton, Texas 
was surprised to learn there was not a steering wheel in 
sight.

“Low and behold, I raised my hand and asked why we 
kept talking about animals when I was supposed to be here 
to learn about tractors,” said Jones. 

No, it’s not a tractor, or anything like it. The 
Curriculum for Agricultural Science Education (CASE) 
is an initiative of the National Council for Agricultural 
Education. Started in 2007 when the Council decided 
there needed to be a more science-based, student-centered 
curriculum for agricultural educators to use in their 
classroom. 

“High school students are learning science concepts in 
the context of agriculture, which is a natural fit. Agriculture 
is science, and science is agriculture,” Jon Ulmer, Ph.D., 
associate professor of the Department of Agricultural 
Education and Communications at Texas Tech said. 

“When I originally went to the training, I thought it was 
for a tractor workshop,” Jones said. “I didn’t have a clue 
what it was at the time because it was brand new.”

Jones may have ended up at the training by accident, 
but it was definitely an eye opener to a whole new concept. 
Something that sets this particular high school curriculum 
apart from others, is that it was written by agricultural 
science educators, for agricultural science educators. 

“That’s the cool part of it,” said Jones. “It’s written 

by people that are from our field who’ve had experience 
at teaching high school, who know the struggles, the 
difficulties, and the diversity of the kids that you could 
have.”

Jones was the first Texas agricultural science teacher 
to attend a CASE training. He said his training experience 
has changed the 
way he delivers 
his message 
through his 
teaching 
strategies. 
The CASE 
curriculum 
is unique 
because it can 
be altered to fit 
one’s interests 
or geographic 
location. 
This allows 
high school 
students to do 
projects over 
something they 
are interested 
in and excited 
about.

“A lot of 
people don’t like 

Dr. Jon Ulmer has been a natural leader in 
the CASE initiative.
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